 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RAVENNA TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES – March 14, 2024
The March Ravenna Township Board Meeting was held on Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the Ravenna Township Office and called to order by Supervisor Elmer Hoyle. Pledge to the Flag was led by Treasurer Sonja Patterson.  Prayer was led by Clerk Penny Sherman.  Members present were: Elmer Hoyle, Supervisor; Sonja Patterson, Treasurer; Penny Sherman, Clerk; and Bruce Yonker, Trustee. Trustee John Bonthuis was absent.  Also present were Fire Chief Greg Crowley, MADL Team Leader of the Ravenna Branch Gina Braspennix and 3 residents.  Motion by Hoyle, support by Yonker to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.  Motion by Yonker, support by Patterson to approve the minutes from the February 8, 2024 Ravenna Township Board Meeting.  Motion carried.
Citizens Comments: None.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Assessor: Board of Review was busy and had a lot of people asking questions regarding the percentage increase.
Fire Board:  January call report:  15 Medicals, 1 P.I., 2 Fires and 5 wire down calls.  February call report: 12 Medicals and 2 Fires (1 Moorland and 1 Conklin).  Annual ladder tests have been completed.  The Fire Department wants to thank everyone who attended the Fish Fry Friday, March 15th. The Fire Department has requested that NO ONE Park in front of the bay doors at the Fire Department.   People interested in a burn permit may go to the web site: www.dnr.state.mi.us/burnpermits.   Address signs are available to purchase for $20.00, if anyone is interested they should call the Township Hall at 231-853-6205 and all ordered signs must be picked up at the Ravenna Township Office.
Building Inspector: Inspection report:  2 Electrical, 2 Mechanical and 1 Plumbing.  The 15% reimbursement check was for $106.10.
Museum/Library: MADL Team Leader of the Ravenna Branch was present to give a report.  Gina reported that in February:  274 patrons attended programs. Storyville was visited by 404 kids and adults.  A total of 1526 patrons visited the Library.  In March the Friends of the Library will be raffling off 4 - $25.00 gift certificates to Ravenna Foods for March is Reading month.  Free tax forms are available at the Library.  On Wednesdays during March and April a stretching class will be held for anyone 60 years old and older, and this is being put on by Gayle from Agewell and currently 19 people have signed up for this program.  A new quarterly newsletter is available containing all the events happening throughout MADL.  
Cemetery:  Everything is going fine.
Planning Commission: The Planning Commission met in February and passed a Zoning Amendment for recommendation by the Township Board pertaining to lot coverage and maximum accessory building size in A1 and A2.  The next Planning Commission meeting will be held on Monday, March 18th at 7:00 p.m. 
Zoning Administrator: Busy keeping up with things.
Chamber of Commerce:   Sherman reported that the Chamber meeting was held at the Ravenna Village office and the members of the Yes and Yes committee were present to promote the upcoming School Millage election that will be held on Tuesday, May 7th. 
Ravenna Area Historical Society.  No report.

Road Commission and Road update:  Hoyle stated that he was unable to attend the last Road Commission meeting.  The bid for brining should arrive soon.  
Senior Citizen’s Activity Coordinator:  Everything is going fine.  
New Business:  Ordinance No. 24-01 an Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Ravenna (Maximum Lot Coverage and Maximum Accessory Building Size in Agricultural Zoning Districts) was presented.  Motion by Yonker, support by Hoyle to approve Ordinance No. 24-01 an Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Ravenna (Maximum Lot Coverage and Maximum Accessory Building Size in Agricultural Zoning Districts).  Roll call vote taken:  Yonker-Aye; Sherman-Aye; Patterson-Aye; Hoyle-Aye.  Motion carried.  The upcoming purchase of new lawn mower at the Cemetery was discussed.  Bids to replace the garage door on the Cemetery storage building were discussed.  Motion by Yonker, support by Hoyle to table the garage door bids until a bid from environmental door is received.  Motion carried. 
Unfinished Business: None.
Treasurer’s Report: Patterson presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion by Yonker, support by Sherman to pay bills and accept the Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried. 
Correspondence:  Thank you was received from family of Elroy Schaefer family (Bruce Yonker’s Father-in-law).
Other Board Comment: Sherman reported that a public hearing to have the Fire Millage Renewal placed on the August Ballot will be held at the April Township Board Meeting.  The Annual Township Tour by the Supervisor and Trustees will be the 1st Saturday in April.  An estimate from Wilde signs was received for more signs that need to be purchased in the Township.  The Township will wait until after the Township tour to finalize the estimate from Wilde signs.  A letter was received from DTE regarding Solar Energy.  West Michigan Burial will be raising their foundation costs by .05.  A resident of Sullivan Township dropped off a letter stating that Representative Luke Meerman will be at Sullivan Hall on Monday, March 18th regarding drains.  
Public Comment:  Questions were asked regarding the Library. 
Motion by Yonker, support by Hoyle to adjourn meeting.  Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Respectively submitted by Clerk Penny Sherman

These minutes are considered proposed until approved at the next board meeting.
