 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RAVENNA TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES – April 11, 2024
The April Ravenna Township Board Meeting was held on Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the Ravenna Township Office and called to order by Supervisor Elmer Hoyle. Pledge to the Flag was led by Trustee Bruce Yonker.  Prayer was led by Supervisor Hoyle.  Members present were: Elmer Hoyle, Supervisor; Sonja Patterson, Treasurer; Penny Sherman, Clerk; Bruce Yonker, Trustee; and Trustee John Bonthuis.   Also present were Fire Chief Greg Crowley, and 6 residents.  Motion by Bonthuis, support by Yonker to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.  Motion by Yonker, support by Bonthuis to approve the minutes from the March 14, 2024 Ravenna Township Board Meeting.  Motion carried.
Citizens Comments: A resident addressed the recent Zoning Ordinance issue and stated that he wished the Township would of went about resolving the issue in a different matter.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Assessor: Assessor has been busy updating records.  Audit information has been turned in.
Fire Board:  Call Report:  17 Medicals, 3 Fires (1 Moorland and 1 Conklin), 2 Wire Down calls and 1 P.I.  Battery in Truck #1872 has been replaced.  Allen Bonthuis will be holding a Hometown Solar Meeting at the Fire Station on Tuesday, April 16th at 7:00 p.m. The Fire Department has requested that NO ONE Park in front of the bay doors at the Fire Department.   People interested in a burn permit may go to the web site: www.dnr.state.mi.us/burnpermits.   Address signs are available to purchase for $20.00, if anyone is interested they should call the Township Hall at 231-853-6205 and all ordered signs must be picked up at the Ravenna Township Office.
Building Inspector: Inspection report:  3 Mechanical permits were issued.  The 15% reimbursement check was for $55.50.
Museum/Library: Lots of fun activities are going on at the library.  Storyville continues to be enjoyed by many children.  
Cemetery:  New graves will begin to be sold the beginning of May.
Planning Commission: The Planning Commission will be holding 2 Public Hearings on Monday, April 15th at 7:00 p.m.  The survey for the Master Plan was sent out.
Zoning Administrator: The Zoning Administrator continues to be busy working on different issues.
Chamber of Commerce:   Sherman reported that the Chamber meeting was held at the Stafford Street Community Church and Mercury Broadband provided the lunch.  Two High School Seniors were present and spoke as to why they should be awarded the scholarship being offered by the Chamber.  After discussion, both students: Kendra Denhof and Drew Mabrito were each awarded a $1,000.00 scholarship from the Ravenna Area Chamber of Commerce.
Ravenna Area Historical Society.  Accounts have been balanced.

Road Commission and Road update:  Hoyle plans to attend the Muskegon County Road Commission meeting that is scheduled to be held Wednesday, April 17th. 
Senior Citizen’s Activity Coordinator: Allocation funds have been received.  The Transportation Grant and the Luncheon and Senior Coordinator Grant have been approved.  
New Business:  Ordinance No. 24-02 an Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Ravenna (Keeping of Chickens in R-2 Zoning District) was presented.  Motion by Yonker, support by Bonthuis to approve Ordinance No. 24-02 an Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Ravenna (Keeping of Chickens in R-2 Zoning District).  Roll call vote taken:  Yonker-Aye; Bonthuis-Aye; Sherman-Aye; Patterson-Aye; Hoyle-Aye.  Motion carried.  Resolution R24-03 a Resolution to Approve Ballot Proposal for Renewal of Fire Operation and Maintenance Millage was presented.  Motion by Yonker, support by Bonthuis to approve Resolution R24-03 a Resolution to Approved Ballot Proposal for Renewal of Fire Operation and Maintenance Millage.  Roll call vote taken:  Sherman-Aye; Patterson-Aye; Bonthuis-Aye; Yonker-Aye; Hoyle-Aye.  Motion carried.  Brine estimate was received from the Muskegon County Road Commission.  Ravenna Township 50% cost to brine this year will be $30,370.87.  Motion by Yonker, support by Hoyle to have the Muskegon County Road Commission brine for Ravenna Township with a 50% cost share for a cost of $30,370.87.  Motion carried.  Hoyle and Yonker reported that the Township tour went well.  Letters will be sent out to 3 property owners to clean-up their property.  Sherman stated that we must pass a resolution to have 2 new streetlights installed (Hts Ravenna Rd/Bossett Rd & Mount Garfield Rd/Ravenna Rd).  Motion by Yonker, support by Bonthuis to approve Resolution from Consumers Energy to install the 2 new streetlights.  Motion carried.  Motion by Yonker, support by Bonthuis to order street signs that are missing in the Township.  Motion carried.
Unfinished Business: Motion by Yonker, support by Hoyle to bring the new garage door for the Cemetery Maintenance building off the table.  Motion carried.  2 new bids were received for a new garage door to go along with the 2 former bids that were received last month.  Motion by Yonker, support by Hoyle to place the Cemetery Maintenance building garage door back on the table until all bids include an insulated door, an uninsulated door and a garage door opener.  Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Patterson presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion by Yonker, support by Bonthuis to pay bills and accept the Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried. 
Correspondence:  Letter was received from the Ravenna Lion’s club regarding Dog Daze, which will be held on Saturday, July 13th from 12:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  
Other Board Comment: Ravenna Township Dump Day and Scrap Tire Recycle will be held on Saturday, May 4th from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  This is only for Ravenna Township Residents (which includes the Village). There will be a joint meeting with Sullivan Township, Moorland Township, Ravenna Township, Ravenna, Village, Casnovia Township, Village of Casnovia, Ravenna Public Schools and the Muskegon County Sheriff’s office to discuss the partnership for a PINS Officer on Tuesday, April 23rd at 8:00 a.m. at Moorland Township Hall.  There will be a Special Election on Tuesday, May 7, 2024 for Ravenna Public Schools-2 Bond Proposals.  Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.   The following Election Inspectors have been approved to work at the May 7, 2024 Special Election:  Glenna Wright, Sue Grover, Randy VanAelst, Sonja Patterson, Penny Sherman, Jean Meyers, Kristen Moyer, Julie Palma, and Sally Rosel.  Laura Moyer has been approved to work as an alternate for this Election. Acme Tree will be working in the Cemetery to grind 7 stumps, cleanup, black dirt, trim maple tree by SW corner tree and remove a small tree by the entrance, grind the stump and haul debris, the total price will be $2,300.00.  
Public Comment:  Discussion regarding the Wastewater-Pipeline. 
The Ravenna Township May Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. so that people can attend the Ravenna Lion’s Goldfest that is being held on Thursday, May 9th.
Motion by Yonker, support by Hoyle to adjourn meeting.  Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
Respectively submitted by Clerk Penny Sherman

These minutes are considered proposed until approved at the next board meeting.
